WHAT AHK THE JEWS

he was a member. And if ho objected to it, as some
have, he had no choice but to leave the community
and many did.

The ciistinctivottcss of the Jews and their con sequent
position everywhere as a minority constitute together
a crucial fact in our history. It gave a distinctive
significance to that history, it was responsible for the
peculiar experiences it includes* The history of the
jews lias been different from that of any other group
because of it. And that history lias strengthened
further the distinct ivcnuss of the Jews, It is a force
contributing to the unity which characterises them at
present. It contains national memories that make for
unity* The Jews have been welded into a closer
unity by the suffering in their history* Present
conditions reinforce the result of history* Every
Jew feels in himself, in his own psychological make-up,
in his personal way of facing and conducting his life,
the effect of membership in a minority group, which,
because it is a minority, is persecuted or oppressed in
some countries, and in danger of unfriendly dis*
crimination in all

Though the Jews are not a race, they are a sepamte
group; though they are not a nation, they have from
remote times memories of a national life; though they
are dispersed, they are unified* The unity of the